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Introduction  
2018 was the second year for implementation of the Safe Disposal of Pharmaceuticals ordinance.  
During the year, efforts were made to establish a unified collection program and plan which met 
federal and state drug enforcement and environmental regulatory standards.  To ensure full 
compliance with the regulatory standards as well as complete collection and destruction data 
reporting, the Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program serves at the primary collection 
operating system for collection sites, community event sponsorship, mail back services, and transport 
of collected covered drugs to a responsible recycler. 
(1) A list of Producers registered under Section 46-104. 

Please see attached Producer Registry. 

(2) The amount, by weight, of Covered Drugs collected, including the amount by weight from each 
collection method used. 
The weight of collected drugs for 2018 was 14,775 lbs. Two methods were used which was by 
permanent collection box and community event.  See attached Collection Data for details.  We 
monitored collection from self-collecting sites including MWRD, City of Chicago, Oak Park and 
Evanston which account for an additional 5,600 lbs. This accounts for 20,375 lbs. diverted in Cook 
County in FY 2018. 
(3) The total cost of the provision of services of the Collection Plan. 
$97,761.80 
(4) the total amount of fees collected from participating Producers. 
Fees were not authorized for collection until July 1, 2018. 
(5) A list of the number, site and type of collection sites established and to be established. 
There were 80 permanent collection sites operated by the Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back 
Program.  See Partners table attached. We also monitor 30 additional locations that are self-
collectors. 
(6) The number of mailers provided for disabled and/or home-bound County residents. 
The mail back service was developed in late October 2018 partnership with the United States Postal 
Service. Production will begin in FY 2019. 
(7) The locations where mailers were provided, if applicable. 
The mail back service was under construction during this period and as a result no locations were 
provided for mailers. 
(8) The dates and locations of collection events held, if applicable. 
6/2/18 330 W. Diversey Chicago 2nd Ward 
6/16/18 Rep. W. Davis East Hazel Crest 
6/23/18 Rep. Evans 8441 S. Yates Chicago 
7/24/18 Mission Hills Senior Complex, Northfield 
10/10/18-St. John’s Parish Chicago 14th Ward 
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 (9) The transporters used a disposal facility or facilities used for all Covered drugs. 
The Cook County Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program transported collected Unwanted 
Covered Drugs to the Covanta, Indianapolis, Indiana disposal facility and to the DEA semi-annual take 
back events (2). 
(10) Whether any safety or security problems occurred during collection, transportation or disposal 
of Unwanted Covered Drugs during the reporting period and, if so, what changes have or will be 
made to policies, procedures or tracking mechanisms to alleviate the problem and to improve 
safety and security in the future. 
There were no safety or security problems which occurred during collection, transportation or 
disposal of Unwanted Covered Drugs during this reporting period. 

(11) A description of the public education, outreach and evaluation activities implemented during 
the reporting period. 
A mandated webpage and toll-free telephone number for Cook County residents were established by 
the Cook County Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program, in addition to posters, bumper 
stickers, event flyers, and links to other Internet sites including the Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency.  We feature the mandated seven languages as part of our voicemail messaging and in our 
program use instructions on our webpage.   
(12) A description of how collected packaging was recycled to the extent feasible, including the 
recycling facility or facilities used. 
Prescription pill containers with patient identifying information removed through container shredding 
were recycled as recyclable plastic to Loop Recycling, Chicago, Illinois.   
(13) A summary of the Collection Plan’s goals, the degree of success in meeting those goals in the 
past year, and, if any goals have not been met, what effort will be made to achieve the goals in the 
next year. 
Goal:  Establish the single largest county law enforcement collection/destruction program for 
prescription drugs in the United States.  We currently have a collection rate of 2,000 pounds per 
month from 80 locations and monitor another 30 spread throughout Cook County.  We continue to 
expand our collection network, are preparing to conduct a targeted direct mail campaign to promote 
our Mail Back Service and use of our permanent collection sites. We are also working with the other 
community partners to generate more community events throughout Cook County. 
(14) The total expenditures of the Collection Plan during the reporting period. 
$144,754.22. 
(15) The report may also include a summary of available data on indicators and trends of abuse, 
poisonings and overdoses from prescription and nonprescription drugs and a review of 
comprehensive prevention strategies to reduce risks of drug abuse, overdoses, and preventable 
poisonings. 
Not available. 
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2018 SITE COLLECTION AND DESTRUCTION WEIGHTS  

(in pounds) 

 

 
 

 

 

JURISDICTION Jan-18 Feb-18 Mar-18 Apr-18 May-18 Jun-18 Jul-18 Aug-18 Sep-18 Oct-18 Nov-18 Dec-18

Annual 2018 
Totals (By 
Locations)

ALSIP 1 4 13 3 52 8 20 7 3 2 27 7 147

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS 0
BEDFORD PARK 0 1 3 1 0 7 2 7 3 4 4 2 34

BLUE ISLAND 4 3 0 8 4 4 1 1 2 10 0 37
BRIDGEVIEW COURT 

HOUSE-DISTRICT 5 5 0 2 1 1 0 1 1 1 8 1 21
BROADVIEW 12 3 11 23 7 20 5 23 10 1 0 0 115

BROOKFIELD 22 16 30 18 28 22 9 10 31 22 20 21 249

BUFFALO GROVE 64 15 20 46 41
36                        
27 49 41 64 22 60 59 481

BURBANK 7 5 6 30 1 9 10 10 13 17 25 16 149
BURNHAM 5 3 0 1 8 1 1 2 0 4 0 0 25

CALUMET CITY 5 4 3 6 11 0 6 8 1 4 12 2 62

CICERO 1 2 1 33 5 8 10 2 3 2 12 1 80

COOK COUNTY MEDICAL 
EXAMINER 30 0* 88 36 0 44 39 54 28 14 19 352

COUNTRYSIDE 8 15 14 20 40 14 6 8 15 11 11 20 182
COUNTY BUILDING 15 11 8 10 7 7 8 6 9 12 8 101

CRESTWOOD 5 14 16 22 30 47 16 19 32 26 19 15 261
CRETE 6 10 13 8 32 5 25 28 22 8 8 165

CRIMINAL COURT 
BUILDING DISTRICT 1 2 1 3 5 5 5 2 2 3 4 8 40

DES PLAINES 6 10 18 17 41 5 17 13 4 8 21 17 177
DOLTON 3 0 6 3 8 8 3 1 1 0 0 1 34

EAST HAZEL CREST 4 1 4 1 13 3 0 9 5 0 3 0 43
FLOSSMOOR 30 5 6 12 17 22 25 16 12 11 16 12 184

FORD HEIGHTS 0 0 0 5 0 1 1 3 0 0 0 1 11
FOREST PARK 13 20 9 16 7 12 19 16 4 6 10 13 145
FRANKFORT 13 10 14 25 34 21 16 29 14 19 26 12 233

FRANKLIN PARK 6 23 21 23 7 54 4 30 21 12 83 23 307
GLENCOE 32 23 22 16 14 24 15 19 52 13 22 13 265

GLENVIEW 0 14 57 80 85 57 40 58 44 87 38 560
GLENWOOD 2 2 2 4 8 2 7 5 8 7 3 8 58

HARWOOD HEIGHTS 3 7 18 15 22 24 29 19 15 13 12 14 191
HAZEL CREST 4 9 3 15 5 6 3 9 10 13 17 6 100

HICKORY HILLS 5 20 26 56 21 30 12 22 9 16 39 25 281

HINSDALE 13 47 33 37 33 14 42 50 269
HODGKINS 2 3 2 3 7 2 11 16 3 0 6 1 56

HOMETOWN 0 8 1 4 2 0 8 2 6 1 2 0 34
HOMEWOOD 11 1 13 39 25 30 29 35 34 18 37 272

JUSTICE 2 0 6 19 14 8 2 6 4 4 3 4 72
KENIILWORTH 3 7 6 13 12 10 3 20 2 14 2 8 100

LEYDEN TOWNSHIP 1 2 3
LINCOLNWOOD 4 5 4 12 21 29 20 24 14 14 23 170

LYNWOOD 4 2 0 7 1 9 2 5 1 0 0 0 31
MARKHAM 0 1 0 2 3 0 3 0 0 0 7 0 16

MARKHAM COURT HOUSE 
DISTRICT 6 3 4 4 1 13 3 1 7 1 5 2 44
MATTESON 4 14 23 27 15 10 29 25 15 8 53 25 248
MAYWOOD 0 6 0 0 2 0 0 0 13 0 0 0 21

MAYWOOD COURT HOUSE 
DISTRICT 4 0.50 1 0 1 2 2 1 0 11 10 2 1 31.5

MCCOOK 2 6 1 1 2 0 3 7 1 3 6 1 33
MELROSE PARK 4 7 6 13 6 8 0 7 11 2 9 0 73

MIDLOTHIAN 28 33 10 13 3 6 6 3 5 45 5 157
NILES 49 30 99 22 100 53 26 21 72 60 38 116 686

NORRIDGE 5 26 14 7 21 25 10 12 4 9 21 20 174
NORTHLAKE 5 11 3 16 0 0 21 10 0 15 15 9 105

OAK LAWN 113 37 10 133 84 54 59 86 46 70 79 27 798
OLYMPIA FIELDS 1 1 1 3 1 5 3 1 8 0 0 4 28
PALOS HEIGHTS 47 18 48 52 73 107 43 20 108 40 58 0 614

PALOS HILLS 24 35 8 23 14 13 31 13 19 20 16 20 236



2018 SITE COLLECTION AND DESTRUCTION WEIGHTS (in pounds) continued 

 

 

 
 

 

Community Events 

 
 

2018 TOP TEN COLLECTION SITES  

 

JURISDICTION Jan-18 Feb-18 Mar-18 Apr-18 May-18 Jun-18 Jul-18 Aug-18 Sep-18 Oct-18 Nov-18 Dec-18

Annual 2018 
Totals (By 
Locations)

PALOS PARK 6 5 2 30 5 19 36 24 22 27 18 194

PARK FOREST 11 23 34 17 26 24 15 53 30 33 22 24 312

PARK RIDGE 80 53 106 36 82
35                          
44 83 55 73 62 102 33 765

PHOENIX 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 3

RICHTON PARK 5 3 9 16 4 2 12 11 3 8 3 8 84

RIVER FOREST 18 20 16 21 47 17 30 14 21 17 15 9 245
RIVER GROVE 25 9 9 14 19 26 36 33 4 3 10 9 197

RIVERDALE 0 5 1 6 0 3 0 0 0 4 7 0 26
ROBBINS 0 1 15 0 0 0 0 8 0 2 0 26

ROCKWELL\SHERIFF'S 
WAREHOUSE 10 12 42 4 8 14 9 27 9 5 8 8 156

ROLLING MEADOWS 20 29 50 25 28 25 12 55 20 27 60 34 385

ROLLING MEADOWS COURT 
HOUSE DISTRICT 3 2 7 4 8 7 3 3 6 0 8 7 9 64

SCHILLER PARK 17 28 18 15 10 20 18 14 3 7 8 14 172

SKOKIE 54 97 89 158.5 125 115 117 123 83 158 107 1226.5
SKOKIE COURT HOUSE 

DISTRICT 2 10 4 14 3 9 9 0 3 2 7 3 64
SOUTH CHICAGO HEIGHTS 0 9 7 10 8 7 11 0 1 2 5 3 63

SOUTH HOLLAND 5 5 4 7 61 10 5 8 1 9 33 0 148
STEGER 1 7 2 9 9 7 0 22 6 4 10 1 78

STONE PARK 1 5 5 1 0 3 4 0 0 3 18 0 40
SUMMIT 2 0 5 12 1 5 6 0 6 2 3 4 46

THORNTON 1 3 1 0 1 8 2 6 1 0 6 0 29

UNIVERSITY PARK 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2

WESTCHESTER 106 79 64 29 52 34 35 75 171 21 33 51 750
WILLOW SPRINGS 0 22 0 10 7 16 3 14 1 4 9 3 89

WOODRIDGE 21.5 19 13 36 17 24 20 16 29 37 11 42 285.5
2018  TOTALS  (By Month) 1020 938 1163 1090 1584.5 1285.1 1210 1350 1444 1030 1591 1106 14811.5

JURISDICTION Jan-18 Feb-18 Mar-18 Apr-18 May-18 Jun-18 Jul-18 Aug-18 Sep-18 Oct-18 Nov-18 Dec-18

Annual 2018 
Totals (By 
Locations)

COMMUNITY EVENTS
CHICAGO (2nd Ward) 56 56

EAST HAZEL CREST 38 38
MISSION HILLS 37 37

CHICAGO  (8441 S YATES) 18 18
CHICAGO 2650 W. 51st 49 74 18 141

TOTAL COMMUNITY  EVENTS 112 86 74 18 290

JURISDICTION District Area

Annual 2018 
Collection 

and 
Destruction 

Weight 
OAK LAWN 11 SOWST 798

NILES 13 NOR 686

PALOS HEIGHTS 17 SOWST 614
ROLLING MEADOWS 15 NORW 385

PARK FOREST 6 SOUTH 312
FRANKLIN PARK 9 WEST 307

GLENCOE 13 NOR 265

CRESTWOOD 17 SOWST 261
BROOKFIELD 16 WEST 249

MATTESON 6 SOUTH 248



 

 

 

 

Toll-Free Hotline for County Residents 

A Toll-Free Hotline for County Residents was established in 2017.  
It includes pre-recorded instructions for popery disposing of 
unwanted medicines in seven languages as prescribed by the Cook 
County Safe Disposal of Pharmaceuticals Ordinance.  Identical 
written instructions in these languages are included on the 
programs webpage located at 
www.cookcountysheriff.org/rx/home 

Below are three examples of the pre-recorded script and written 

 instructions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collection and Destruction Program Elements 



 

Collection and Destruction Program with Local Law Enforcement 

 

Local law enforcement agencies are a key component to the unified collection and destruction program 
established under the Cook County Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program. Each collection site has a 
permanent collection box installed at its location and is processed monthly for unwanted medicines.  The 
collection box and collection/destruction procedure all meet United States Drug Enforcement Agency (U.S. DEA) 
standards. 

The program has grown from seven permanent collection sites in 2012 to eighty-two sites in 2018.  These sites 
include: 

 

ALSIP EAST HAZEL CREST LYNWOOD RICHTON PARK 

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS FLOSSMOOR MARKHAM RIVER FOREST 

BEDFORD PARK FORD HEIGHTS 
MARKHAM COURT HOUSE 

DISTRICT 6 RIVER GROVE 

BLUE ISLAND FOREST PARK MATTESON RIVERDALE 

BRIDGEVIEW COURT 
HOUSE-DISTRICT 5 FRANKFORT  MAYWOOD ROBBINS 

BROADVIEW FRANKLIN PARK 
MAYWOOD COURT HOUSE 

DISTRICT 4 
ROCKWELL\SHERIFF'S 

WAREHOUSE 

BROOKFIELD GLENCOE MCCOOK ROLLING MEADOWS 

BUFFALO GROVE  GLENVIEW MELROSE PARK 
ROLLING MEADOWS 

COURT HOUSE DISTRICT 3 

BURBANK GLENWOOD MIDLOTHIAN SCHILLER PARK 

BURNHAM HARWOOD HEIGHTS NILES SKOKIE 

CALUMET CITY HAZEL CREST NORRIDGE 
SKOKIE COURT HOUSE 

DISTRICT 2 

CICERO HICKORY HILLS NORTHLAKE SOUTH CHICAGO HEIGHTS 
COOK COUNTY 

MEDICAL EXAMINER HINSDALE  OAK LAWN SOUTH HOLLAND 

COUNTRYSIDE HODGKINS OLYMPIA FIELDS STEGER  

COUNTY BUILDING HOMETOWN PALOS HEIGHTS STONE PARK 

CRESTWOOD HOMEWOOD PALOS HILLS SUMMIT 

CRETE JUSTICE PALOS PARK THORNTON 

CRIMINAL COURT 
BUILDING DISTRICT 1 KENILWORTH PARK FOREST  UNIVERSITY PARK  

DES PLAINES LEYDEN TOWNSHIP PARK RIDGE WESTCHESTER 

DOLTON LINCOLNWOOD PHOENIX WILLOW SPRINGS 

    WOODRIDGE 

 

Collection and Destruction Programming with Non-Law Enforcement Agencies and Pharmacies 

Outreach was initiated with some local education programs including Moraine Valley Community College and 
South Suburban College.  In addition, outreach was made to local pharmacy chains and independent pharmacies. 
Results were incomplete as of December 2018. 

 

 
 
 



 
             Mail-Back Service for Disposal of Unwanted Medicine for 

Elderly and Homebound Disabled Cook County Residents 

 

The Mail-Back Service is a free, no cost service available exclusively for Elderly and Homebound Disabled Cook 
County residents that was established under the Cook County Safe Disposal of Pharmaceuticals Ordinance.  In 2018 
the elements of the program were established with the assistance of the United States Postal Service.   

Upon request via the Prescription Drug Take Back Hotline (1-84 GOT USD-RX) or Web Site 
(www.cookcountysheriff.org/rx/home) , persons eligible to participate in the Mail-Back Service are provided with a 
pre-paid, pre-labeled Mail-Back Envelope has been be sent in response to the request of the elderly or homebound 
disabled Cook County resident listed on a completed Request Form by First Class Mail Merchandise Return Service. 

Only unwanted medicines received in a requested pre-paid, pre-labeled Mail-Back Envelope are accepted by the 
Mail-Back Service.  Home healthcare professionals providing services to elderly or home bound disabled residents 
may request a Mail-Back Envelope on their behalf. 

Mail-Back Envelope users may place all unused medications into this envelope including legally held controlled 
drugs and narcotics (Schedules II, III, IV and V.).  Medications must be in their original containers when placed into 
the envelope. If the original container is not available, pills should be placed in a sealed plastic bag. Loose pills 
should not be placed pills directly into the return envelope.  The envelope must be sealed carefully.  The sealed 
envelope may be taken to a U.S. Post Office or U.S. Postal Service drop box, or simply handed to the mailer’s U.S. 
postal carrier. Filled envelopes should not be taken to pharmacies for handling.         

Mailers may not place needles, syringes, lancets, injection pens, medical waste, liquids, chemo/cytotoxic drugs or 
contaminated materials such as gloves, tubing, or IV bags in these envelopes.  Illicit drugs (Schedule I controlled 
substances) such as marijuana, cocaine, heroin, and methamphetamine are not to be placed in these envelopes. 

Mailers should not overfill the envelopes.             

The Take Back Event Request Form  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

     Producer Registry and Re-Packager Registry 

 

Under Sec. 43-104(b) of the Cook County Safe Disposal of Pharmaceuticals Ordinance, Producer Registry opened 
on January 23, 2017.  The Ordinance requires producers to register via Internet or email. The Producer Registry 
Form appears below: 

 
 



 

Producer Registry continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 


